
Prompts to Draw Out Oral Retell 

 

• “What happened first?”  

o “Maybe it was____, or was it 
more like ____?” 

• “Pretend you have a movie in your 
mind… what happened first in your 
movie?” 

• “What did you see? What did you 
smell? What exact words did you 
hear ____ say?” 

o “Did you see ____ or ____?” 

o “Did you smell ____ or ____?” 

o “Did you hear ____ or ____?” 

• “Where did it happen?” 

o “Did it happen ____ or ____?” 

• “What is your character (name) 
like?” 

o “Is he ____ or ____?” 

• “What did (character) do next?” 

o “Did he ____ or ____?” 

• “Why did the character (name) 
say/do/think/feel this? 

o Did he/she say/do/think/feel 
_______ or _______? 

• “How did the character (name) 
express his/her thinking/feeling? 

• Did he/she ______ or ______? (Did 
he/she shout it or whisper it?) 
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